3io                   WILLIAM PITT              T
burst forth: "The knot must be cut, not untied, ami     , of Prussia's half measures rejected."1 Admiration fur I'.. . tunate princess added vehemence to his language,   lit: ' far more frank and genuine than Catharine of Kiissii1', very little of the flattery which he vainly lavished mi    * mis." He succeeded in persuading the Princess to Iniht rather than Prussia; and it is clear that he worked I*1 pact between Great Britain. Austria, and the Nulhcrli**
the inclusion of Russia and Denmark if possible,   llul in hearing of the indignities that she daily had to IKV  ,, Hague, he forgot mere questions of policy. "Now ami l: wrote on gth September 1785)" my thoughts get win id1-think of flesh and blood when I see a pair of fuui uyH   t tears starting from them, but 1 soon suppress this idc*** haps it was well that the Prince and Princess left Tl'*r and went to reside at Nymeguen, in faithful the Prussian Duchy of Cleves.
As Pitt looked away from the turmoil at the year of the Reform Bill and the Irish Propositions) I * well feel dismay at the almost indescribable welter oil I* tinent.  On all sides the old order was breaking up.  'IV* * Empires took the lead in disruptive schemes which   •* the smaller States with ruin.   Intellectual keenncsH anil   * force helped on the coming cataclysm.   Catharine ant I were by far the ablest rulers of their age.   Frederick i to moroseness, was content to wait for favours from V^* which were never forthcoming.   France as yet showed T<* of that  weakness which   was  soon   to   overtake: hei*. Louis XVI was a nonentity; but in Marie Antoinette lilts . French alliance had its corner stone.    Moreover, ihcs Foreign Minister, Vergennes, was a man of outstanding His hostility to England had been notorious; and even was reviving the French East India Company, and was  |: the Sultan for trading facilities in Egypt and the Reel Se.i threatened our ascendancy in India.9    To complete 111 survey, we may note that England had disputes with Sj,tii earning the rights of British merchants on the Moat) it i l<
1 B.M. Add. MSS., 28060.                                                   • Ad/
3 See the conversation of Joseph II with Sir R. M. Kcilli ftl V
December 1785, on French designs on Egypt, as given in clmp. x x ie tellers la
